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STATISTICAL ABSTRACT.

Isles:; in Ontario, Quebec and Manitoba the summers are
warm and the winters cold, but the cold is pleasant and
bracing, and the snow that generally covers the ground
during the winter is of the greatest benefit alike to the
farmer, the lamberman and the merchant. In the North-
West Territories vatile graze at large all through the winter
mouths; and on the Pacific slope west of the Rocky Moun-
tains, the climate is milder than in any other part of the
Dominion.

15. The popular idea in other countries for a long time
was, and indeed to a certain extent still is, that Canada is a
country of perpetual winter, and normally covered with
snow, and Canadians themselves are to a large extent to
blame for the continuation of the idea, by almost invariably
representing Canadian winter scenes in their pictures, by
writing descriptions of winter amusements and pastimes
alone, and, if desirous of sending their portraits to friends
in other countiries, by being always taken in winter costume,
with probably a snow covered forest or frozen lake in the
back ground. The facts are, that the average winter is
about four and a half months, and though the spring may
begin two or three weeks later than in England, the con-
ditions for rapid growth—warm sunshine and rain—are so
favorable that the crops of the two countries are about
equally advanced by the middle of July, and as during the
last few years the country has become better known, it is
beginning to be understood that though the winters are at
times severe, they are healthy and enjoyable, while the
summer weather is not surpassed in the most favoured parts
of Ewrope. That the climate is superior to that of England
is admitted by all who have experienced both.

16. The report of the meteorological service for 1884, which
for some reason was not published until late in 188Y, affords



